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PREFATORY REMARKS. 

§HE object ot tiiis little work lias been to stir up the 
pure mind and spirit in all those who hear ttie 
name of " FriendH," and the author hopes that by 
the perusal of these few pages, and through the abound- 
ing love ajid tender mercy of our Lord and Saviour 
JesuB Christ, the reader will discern in the light of Truth 
the errors of the Society in the past, and by co-operating 
with tho Spirit of Truth be enabled to profit by the solemn 
'warnings contained herein, and (by the help of the Itoly 
Spirit) avoid the dangers of a continuance in that which 
has brought the Society into its present condition, and by 
being Individually faithful to all that the Lord may 
require, save the destruction of the Society in a spiritual 
sense, from mingling more and more with the world, until 
at last it would be — as the Jews outwardly at the present 
day— BUHtteredover thB face of the earth as sheep without 
a shepherd. 

Oh \ Then let each individual heart seek to know the 
mind of the Lord, and saluting no man by the way, but 
with a heart open to conviction, receive the warnings in 
that spirit of love and charity towards all, in which they 
have been written, and with full purpose of heart serve 
the Lord in nil things; looking unto Jesus who is the 
author of all that is good in us, and will if we persevere 
through all temptations and trials, bring ns into that 
haven of eternal rest and peace, which is the reward of 
all those wliD put their whole trust in If im, to whom shall 
be ascribed all power, honour and glory for ever and ever. 

"But let all those who put their trust in thi^ rejoice: 
let them ever shout for joy, because thou defendest them : 
let them dUo that love thy name be joyful in thee. For 
thou, Lord, wilt bless the righteous: with favour wilt 
tbou compaas him as with a shield.— iVa/nt i>. 11 and It. 
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PRESENT SOCIETY OF FRIEND^ 

CHILDREN OF ISRAEL 

See Jeremiali, Cliapters xUi. to U. 

BIIEX all the CaptaiiiM of tlie forces, and Joliauan thu son 
of Kareab, and JeKaniah the son of Hosliaiab, and a!l 
the people from the least even unto the greatest, came near, 
and said unto Jeremiah the Prophet, Let, we heseech thee, our 
supplication be accepted before thee, and pray for us unto the 
Lord thy God, eren for all this nmnant , (fur we are left but a 
few, o£ many, as thine eyes do behold us :) That the Lord thy 
(jod may shew ua the way wherein wi may walk, and the thing 
that we may do. Then Jeremiah the prophet said unto them, 
1 have beard you ; behold, I wd! pray unto the Lord your God 
according to your words , and it shall come to pass, that what- 
soever thing the Lonl shall answer you, I «i!l declare it unto 
you ; I will keep nothing back from you. Then they said to 
Jeremiah, The Lord be a true and faithful witness between us, 
j£ we do not even according to all things for the which the 
Lord thy God shall send thee to us. Whether it be good, or 
whether it be e\'il, we wUl obey the voice of the Lord our God, 
to whom we send thee ; that it may be well with us, when we 
*hbey the voice of the Lord our God. And it came to pass after 
ten days, that the word of the Loi-d came unto Jeremiah. Then 
called he Jobanan the son of Kareab, and all the Captai 
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the forces wliich were with him, and all the people from tlie 
least even to the greatest, and said unto them. Thus siuth the 
Lord, the God of Israel, unto whom ve sent me to present your 
supplication hefore him ; If ye Mill still abide in this hind, then 
will I build you, and not pull you down, and I will plant you, 
and not pluck yuu up : for I repent me of the evil that 1 lia»e 
done unto you. Be not afraid of the king of Babylon, of whom 
ye are afraid ; be not afraid of him, saitb the Lord ; for I am 
with you to save yi>u,and to deliver you fmm \m hand. And I 
will shew mercie.s unto you, that he may have mercy upon you, 
and cause you to return to your own land.* 

The history of the Children of Israel, as explained in thd 
foregoing 12 verses of the xlii. Chapter of Jeremiah, i» thus 
expounded by TLos. Ellwood, in his Sacred History, viji.:— 
I »* Among these whom Ishmael had led captive from Mispali, and 
who were rescued by .Tohanan, the prophet Jeremiah (we may 
well conclude) was one ; for we read so in Chap. xl. v, 6, and we 
find him now among the people at their new quarters, in th» 
habitation of Cliimham, Chap. xli. v. 17 and IH. fi,r there 
Johanan and Jeaaniah, with the rest of the Captains, and all 
the people great and small, coming near to the prophet, thu* 
bespakebim:— 'Let, we beseech thee, our supphcation he accepted 
before thee, and pray thou for us unto the Lord thy Ood, that 
he may show us the way wherein we sliould walk, and the thinfC 
that we sliould do.' ' Thus, although for their safety, tUey h»i 
pitched near the borders 'if Egypt, they pretended not 
dispose of themselves, whiiimf I he fiord's direction." 

The Society of Friends about the year 1835, imi-ingprt^vioudj 

aped the dangeoms doctrines of Elias Hicks, they encamped 

t were, being hut a remnant of their former strength^ 
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be wildered, near the borders of spiritual Egypt ! 

Then appealing in their distress brought upon them through 
■departing from some of the ancient principles and practices of 
early Friends, they were fain to ask the true prophets of their day 
to enquire of the Lord in what direction they should turn ; not 
having at that time become so hardened as not to listen to 
Avords of warning, though not intending to follow the advice 
xisked for, unless it coincided with their own views. 

EUwood continues — " The prophet promised them, that he 
\\ould both pray unto the Lord their God for them ; and also 
faithfully return them the answer which the Lord should give to 
their request, without hiding anything from them ; and they 
thereupon entered into a solemn covenant for their obedience to 
the prophet, saying: — 'The Lord be a true and faithful witness 
between us, if we do not according to all things, according to 
which the Lord shall send thee unto us ; whether it be good, or 
whether it be evil [i.e, whether it please us or not] we will 
obey the voice of the Lord our God, to whom we send thee, 
that it may be well with us, when we obey his voice.' The 
prophet thereupon supplicating the Lord on their behalf, en- 
quired of him, how He would have them dispose themselves : 
but the Lord who saw the naughtiness of their hearts, was 
not forward to give an answer, so that ten days were past 
before the prophet received an answer from the Lord." 

Here now is a word of Warning: — We know not what to 
2)ray for as we ought, and unless the Spirit itseK helpeth our 
infirmities, how dangerous a thing it is, to approach the Lord's 
holy footstool, even in the solemn assembly, with words and 
imaginations from our own hearts, expecting an immediate 
answer ! 

Ellwood continues — " But when he had received it, he called 



Johttnan, with the rest of tiie Captains, and all the people 
together, and told them : Thus Maitli the Lord, the God of Israel, 
unto whom ye sent me, to present your supplication before In'tri ; 
if ye will still abide in this land [the habitation of ChimhMiiJ 
then will I build you, and not pull you down ; and I «ill pliuit 
you, and not pluck you up; for I repent me of the aifliction 
that I have brought upon you. And whereas ye are afraid of 
the King of Babylon, be not afraid of him naith the Lord; 
for I am with you to save you, and to deliver you from his hand ; 
and I wiD shew mercies unto you, that he [seeing the favour I 
hare for you] may have mercy upon you, and cause you to 
return to your own land," 

Nowabout the time above mentioned, some prominent niemb«n 
of the Society, perceiving that the Society was losing its power 
orer the people as an aggressive body, and not looking into the 
real cause ; but thinking that it was for want of more activity, 
began to imbibe the methods of other denominations for making 
proselytes, with an easier life of religion, (many having become 
rich in this world's ginidsl and neglected former practices. 
viK. — True humility and cross-bearing. And though the 
body at large may not at that time Lave been so fai' gone as to 
refuse to hear words of warning from the concerned remnant 
of the true ministers and elders, yet refusing to listen thereto, 
persuwled themBelve.>i that tliere was no necessity to coO' 
tinue to take up the daily cross to their own wills ; and looking 
out u|}on others and seeing how the membership of other 
denominations increased through their ndssionary efforts, wfailsC 
toey could live in ease and luxuriance, they began to be enriouft- 

l them ; and thus wishing to introduce more activity i 
Bte Sodety's borders, refused to listen to tlie warnings of thow 

mcerried friends who saw wheiv the mischief wa-, and that it 



would not be remedied by mere outward activity, unless the 
true life and power were present in the members. 

"But if ye say, "We will not dwell in this land, neither obey 
the voice of the Lord your God, Saying, No ; but we will go 
into the land of Egypt, where we shall see no war, nor hear 
the sound of the trumpet, nor have hunger of hread, and there 
we will dwell."* 

Having refused to listen to the Marnings of those tridy con- 
cerned for the upholding of the ancient principles of the Society 
of Friends, these active leaders were ready to say " We will 
not dwell in the spirit of humility and cross-bearing, as formerly, 
but we will do aa others do, and go back into those practices 
which Tax, Penn, and Barclay came out of, for there we shall 
"see no war, [no contention about doctrines,] nor hear the 
sound of the trumpet, [the warning voice,] nor have hunger of 
bivad, pack of outward ministry,] and there will wu dwall" [be 
at our ease] as we feel persuaded that there ia aot the need 
now to testify against the ways and worships of man's making, 
the standard may be lowered somewhat in these days of toler- 
ation ; and we can now unite with other nonconformist bodies in 
many things, and work harmoniously together. 

But alas 1 To proceed with the comparison :— 

" And now therefore hear the word of the Lord, ye remnant 
of Judah : Thus saith the Lord of hosts, the G-od of Israel ; If 
ye wholly set your faces to enter into Egypt, [spiritual bondage 
to man-made worship] and gi> to sojourn there ;"t "Then it shall 
come to pass, that the sword which ye feared, [testimony bearing] 
shall overtake you there in the land of Egypt, in other forma. 
Thus instead of bearing your testimony against man-made 
ministry, others shall attack you upon the same subject from 
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I" their standpoint ; and the famine, whereof ye were afraid, skdl 
I follow close after you there in Egypt ; and there ye aliaU die,"* 
** the famine," [tlie want of living ministry] " and there ye shall 
I die" [to the true life.] 

a shall it he with all the men that set their faces to go into 
Egypt to sojourn there: they shall die hy the sword, by tlw 
famine, and by the pestilence [a diseased mind caused by going 
back into the house of bondage] and none of them shall remain 
V escape from the evU that I wiU hrinii; upon them.''f 

"For thus saith the Lord of hosts, the God of Israel; 
line anger and my fury hath been poured forth upon the in- 
habitants of Jerusalem ; so shall my fury be poured forth uptm 
you, when ye shall enter into Egypt : and ye shaU be an execn- 
tion, and an astonishment, and a curse, and a reproach ; [the«« 
judgments may be said to come upon those who would not ba 
■vraraed by the prophets who foresaw the heavy judgments 
fury of the Lord to be poured forth upon them on their entering 
into spiritual Egypt ; for those who had known them an con- 
sistent friends would be astonished, and reproach them for 
forsaking their principlewj and ye shaU see this place no more."J 
Those who go from the truth, and deny that which they 
formerly professed to beheve, shall see the true Jerusalem no 
more, though (like Esau, when too late) it be sought careful)^ 
and nith tears. 1 

From the 13th verse to the end of this chapter the waminn 
was repeated several times ; and so, in comparison, wamiiigi 
were gjven to our Society by faitliful labourers, hut tdas ! aO 
were unheeded ; these labored abundantly (amongst those vba 
wanted to change the ancient practices of the Society) as th6 
Spirit gave them utterance ; hut whilst the new leaders of tiM 



Society professed to be the Lord's people, they ri'fused to 
listen to the warnings and the testimony of Truth, the sword 
of the Spirit which fought against them hy the moutlia of the 
Lord's prophets ; assuring them that in and under the Egyptian 
yoke they would not find that inward rest which they professed 
to seek for, but though they had escaped the Babylon of a 
dry formalism, they were about to enter into the spirit and 
wisdom of this world and its corrupt customs, and would con- 
sequently die to the true life. 

" And it came to pass, that when Jeremiah had made an end 
of speaking unto all the people all the words of the Lord their 
God, for which the Lord their God had sent him to them, even 
all these words. Then spake Azariah the son of Hoshaiah, and 
Johanan the son of Kareah, and all the proud men, saying unto 
Jeremiah, Thou speakest falsely : the Lord our God hath not 
sent thee to say. Go not into Egypt to Bojoum there : But Earuch 
the son of Neriah setteth thee on against us, for to dehver us 
into the hand of the Chaldeans, that they might put us to death, 
and carry us away captives into Babylon,''* 

When they threw the weight of these warnings of the Lord's 
servants upon certain of them, as the Israelites casting the 
blame upon Baruch, by refusing to listen to Jeremiah, so the 
proud ones of the Society at that time, endeavoured to fix these 
warnings upon a few concerned members, whose names may 
even be remembered by some now living, declaring that they 
were guided by some outward influence or prejudice, a blind love 
of the past, narrow-mindedness, &c., thus in efiect declaring the 
truth to be a he. 

" So Johanan the son of Kareah, and all the Captains of the 
forces, and all the people, obeyed not the voice of tlii^ Lord, to 
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dwell ill tlie laLid of .ludali. But Johaiian tlie son of Karwili, 
and all thi' Cajittiiiis of the forces, took all the remnant of Judah, 
that were returned from all nations, whither they bad been 
driren, to dwell in the land of Judah ; Eren men, and woi 
and children, and the king's daughters, and every person that 
Nebu7:ar-adan the captain of the guard had left with Gledaliab 
the son of Ahikani the son of Shaphan, and Jeremiah the 
prophet, and Baruob the son of IS'eriah. Bo they came into the 
land of Egypt : for they obeyed not the Toice of the Lord j thni 
came they even to Tahpanhes."" 

So they obeyed not these warning voices; but the leaden 
or prominent ones in the Society set their faces to change the 
practices and the testimonies of their predecessors, which may 
be compared to taking the management into their own hands, 
and though all who by birth belonged to the Society, may hare 
been said to join them, yet, as EHwood says of Jeremiah and 
Barucb, full sore against their wills ; so it wau against the villi 
of those who were concerned at the departures which 
being made at that time in our Society. Well might it have 
been at that time, if those worthy ones had withstood those 
who were longing for the change in our practices, by with* 
drawing ; but the transition being gradual at the commence- 
ment, they had but little idea it would become so radically 
altered; — and by remiuning,tbey felt that warnings might still be 
given them, to utter in the ears of those who had ears tO hear. 
"The word that came to Jeremiah concerning all the Jewi 
which dwell in the hind of Egypt, which dwell at Migdol, and Bt 
Tahpanhes, and at Noph, and in the country of Patfaros, saying, 
L Thus saith the Lord of hosts, the Giod of Israel ; Ye have 
U the evil that 1 have brought upon Jerusalem, and upon ill 
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tlie cities of Judah ; and, behold, this day they are a desolation 
and no man dwelleth therein, because of their wickedness which 
they have oonmiitted to provoke nie to anger, in that they went 
to burn incense, and to serve other gods, whom they knew not, 
neither they, ye, nor your fathers. Howbeit I sent unto you all 
my servants the prophets, rising early and sending them, saying. 
Oh, do not this abominable thing that I hate. But they heark- 
ened not, nor inclined their ear to turn from their wickedness, 
to burn no incense unto other gods. Wherefore my fury and 
mine anger was poured forth, and was kindled in the cities of 
Judah and in the streets of Jerusalem ; and they are wasted and 
desolate, as at this day. Therefore now thus saith the Lord, the 
God of hosts, the God of Israel ; Wherefore commit ye this great 
evil against your souls, to cut off from you man and woman, child 
and suckling, out of Judah, to leave you none to remain ; in 
that ye provoke me unto nTatb with the works of your hands, 
burning incense unto other gods in the land of Egypt, whither 
ye be gone to dwell, that ye might cut yourselven off, and that 
ye might be a curse and a reproach among all the nations of the 
earth? Have ye forgotten the wickedness of your fathers, and 
the wickedness of the kings of Judah, and the wickedness of 
*ives, and your own wickedness, and the nickedness of your 
which they have committed in the land of Judah, and in 
fAtreets of Jerusalem ? They are not humbled even unto this 
neither have they feared, nor walked in my law, nor in my 
Btatutes, that I set before you and before your fathers. Therefore 
thus saith the Lord of hosts, the God of Israel ; Behold, I wilt 
Bet my face agwnst you for evil, and to cut off all Judah. And 
I will take the remnant of Judah, that have set Iheu-facesto go 
into the land of Egypt to s(ijoum there, and they shall all he 
consumed, and fall in the laud of Egj-pt ; they shall c^en be 




consumed by the sword and by tbe famine : they siiBdl die, from 
tho least even unto the greatest, by tbe awoi-d and by tbe famine ; 
and they shall be an execration, and an aatonisbment, and ■ 
curse, and a reproach. For I will puninb tbein that dwell in the 
land of Egypt, as I have punished Jerusalem, by the sword, by 
the famine, and hy the pestilence : So that none of the renuumt 
of Judah, which are gone into the land of Egypt to sojourn theK, 
siial] escape or reniain, that they should return into the land of 
Judah, to the which they have a desire to return to dwell there: 
for none shall return but such as shall escape. Then all tbe men 
which knew that their wives had burned intense unto other gods. 
and all the women that stood by, a great multitude, even all the 
people that dwelt in the hind of Egypt, in Patbros, answered 
Jeremiah, saying. As for the word that thou hast spoken unto u» 
in tbe name of the Lord, we will not hearken unto thee. But 
we will certainly do whatsoever thing goeth forth out of our own 
mouth, to burn incense unto tbe queen of heaven, and to pour 
out drink ofEerings unto her, as we have done, we, and our fathers, 
our kings, and our princes, in tbe cities of Judah, and in tbe 
etreets of Jerusalem : for then had we plenty of victuals, and 
well, and saw no evil. But since we left ofE to bum inceiue 
to tbe queen of heaven, and to ]>our out drink offerings unto her, 
we have wanted all things, and have been coniumed by the sword 
and by tbe famine. And when we burned incense to the queen 
of heaven, and poured out drink ofEerings unto her, did we make 
her cakes to worship her, and pour out drink offerings unto her, 
without our men ?"• 

At the end of the 14tb verse are tbe words i " for none i 
return [from EgyptJ but such as shall escape." 

Thus dignifying ho«' few it might be that wouki he aUs to. 
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Net their faces against those who determined to establish new 
customs, and (" as these rebellious Jews had disobeyed the Lord, 
and disregarded his prophet ; bo when they were settled in Egypt, 
they soon grew from had to worse, worshipping strange gods, and 
burning incense to the queen of heaven,"") offering strange fire, 
saying, " thus saith the Lord " in their own time and wills, and 
refusing to listen to the voices of the Lord's true prophets, but 
declaring by their conduct that they would " certainly do what- 
soever thing goeth forth out of our own niouth, to bum incense 
unto the queen of heaven, and to pour out drink offerings unto 
her, as we have done, we, and our fathers, our kings, and our 
princes, in the cities of Judah, and in the streets of Jerusalem : 
for then had we plenty of victuals, and were well, and saw no 

The queen of heaven may be compared to the moon or 
borrowed light of other denominations, and to the Btars also, 
some of greater, some of lesser magnitude. 

Thus as the modern I'riends imitate the manners and customs 
of other religionists, they may he sjud to burn incense to the 
queen of heaven, by forsaking the True Light which enlightens 
every man who will heed it ; and by turning and imitating the 
manners of those vsho do not believe in the Inward Light, by 
" pouring out drink offerings unto her," — may be said to go 
back into the outward rites and ceremonies ; " for then had we 
plenty of victuals, [tmtward ministry] and were welJ, | in the eyes 
^esof the world popular] and saw no evil"' [refused to look into 
thin^.] Thus did they [until the crisis arrived] earnestly desire 
to be more at ease, and yet seem to be gathering souls to Christ. 

" But since we left off to bum incense to the queen of heaven 
and to pour out drink offerings unto her, we have wanted all 
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things, and have heeii eimsumfd by the enord and by the 
famme."* 

There were those (hy birth admitted into the Society) who 
declared that flcorge Fox, and the early Friends were mistaken, 
and that inward revelation immediate and effectual, was in e 
not to be relied on for the work of the ministry, and hence the 
declension of the Society, unless means were adopted similar 
to those used by others to draw the masses to Christ. 

" And when we burned incense to the queen of heaven, and 
poured out drink offerings uuto her, did we make her cakes to 
worship her, and iwur out drink offerings unto her, without our 
men?"t 

Did we not meet in joint conferences of men and H-omen, like 
other Societies, making our meetings of discipline into social 
gatherings, and interesting to the young, &c. 

" Th(^ii Jeremiah aaid unto all the people, to the men, and to 
the women, and to aU the people which had given bipi tha 
answer, saying, — The incense that ye burned in the cities o 
Judah, and in the utrw'ts of .lerusalem, ye, and your fathenif 
your kings, and your princes, and the people of the land, i 
not the Lord remember them, and came it not into bin mindj 
So that the Lord could no longer bear, because of the evil 
your doings, and because rif the abominatiojis uhich ye han 
committed ; theivforu is your land a desolation, and an astonish' 
nient, and a curxe, without an inhabitant, an at this day."^ 

Thus during the jiast half-centur}' have tilings come tu sudii 
paes in the Society, by many inconsistencies in speaking, j 
writinge by nominal op merely birthright members ; thai 
neither by plainness of speech, or apparel is it 
possible to know a Friend, and thouj;!) the Sodt-fy hiw • 




nth tlif uvll-tt>-(l(>, yi't ill otIiiT ways tUfy 

piiitiiig from tbe principles by wliicli tiicy 

II) to liave become an iwtonisliment aiid a 

oils, who liave said, and are saying, Are these 

fay, tbey are not like those we have read 

low a worldly, money-loving people! 

, thout an inhabitant" (it may almost be said) 

J the many divisions in the Society, which 

a 50 or 60 yearn, — some contending for 

9, some for the Modern viewa ! 

■burned incense, and because ye have sinned 

i have not obeyed the voice of the Lord, 

in his statuten, nor in his testimonies ; 

happened unto you, as at tbis day. More- 

nto the people, and to all the women, Hear 

all J udah that are in the land of Egypt: thus 

1 ^ts, the God of Israel, saying : ye and your 

jken with your mouths, and fuliOled with 

3 will siurely perform our vows that we have 

B to the queen o£ heaven, and to pour out 

her : je will surely accomplish your vows, 

our vows. Therefore hear ye the word of 

;hat dwell in the land ot Egypt ; Behold, I 

Teat name, saith the Lord, that my name 

led in the mouth of any man of Judah in 

saying,The Lord God liveth."* Hanng 

il bondage they are not able to say, "The 

' the spirit and power of immediate 

"Behold, I will watch over them for evil, 

all the men of Juduh that are in 



I 
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} land of I^pt shall b med by the sword and by the famine, 

I until there be an e d ft! m [Until there be an end of all 
their former principl a d t t m nies.] Yet a, Bniall numbw 
I that escape the sword [ t t y against their former prin- 

r ciples and practice ] hall t out of the land of Egypt 
I [whither they were earned by birthright membership, though 
I against their wills] into the land of Judah, [by refusing to accept 
\ the modem views] and all the remnant of Judah, that are gone 
, into the land of Egypt [spiritual bondage] to sojourn there, 
shall know whose words shall stand, mine, or their's."* 

"And this shall be a sign unto you, saith the Lord, that I 
will punish you [with troubles and perplexities, outward and 
inward, the lot of all those who forsake the Lord and go after 
strange gods and serre them] in this place, that ye may know 
that my words shall surely stand against you for evil : Thus 
saith the Lord; behold, I will give Pharaoh-hophra king of 
Egypt into the hand of hia enemies, and into the hand of 
them that seek his Ufe ; as I gave Zedekiah king of Judah into 
tha hand of NebuchadreitKar king of Babylon, his enemy, that 
sought h!S^hfe."t [Those who have gone into spiritual ^Bgyft 
and trusted in the customs and manner of worship of the rarious 
religious sects around them, who deny immediate divine ravelk- 
tion for the work of the ministry, shall find that they hare beco 
leaning upon a broken reed, and shall Ukewise perish to the 
True Life.] 

"The word that Jeremiah the prophet spake unto Baruchth* 
son of Neriah, when he had written these words in a book at 
the mouth of Jeremiah, in the fourth year of JehoiakimthewM 
of Joaiah king of Judah, saying, thus ^aith the Lord, the God 
of Israel, unto thee, O Baruch ; thou didst say, Woe is me nowl 
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for the Lord hath added grief to my sorrow ; I fainted in my 
sighing, and I find no rest. Thus shalt thou say unto him, the 
Lord saith thus ; behold, that which I have built will I break 
down, and that which I have planted I A\ill pluck up, even this 
whole land. And seekest thou great things for thyself ? seek 
them not ; for, behold, I will bring evil upon all flesh, saith the 
Lord : but thy life will I give unto thee for a prey in all places 
whither thou goest."* 

Those who by birth were members of the Society, yet who 
A\ould not accept the modern views, nor run with the stream of 
time-servers into worldly customs ; but who stedfastly kept their 
faces Zionward, may be compared to Baruchs and Jeremiahs, and 
though bowed down to the ground with sorrow for the Society, 
were comforted (see v 6) by the words, " And seekest thou great 
things for thyself ? seek them not : [look not out for occasions 
of dispute by setting up thine own authority ; but simply refuse 
to follow those who would abolish the former principles and 
practices of the Society, and trusting in the Lord alone, await 
the issue] for, behold, I will bring e\il upon all flesh, [those 
who trust in man's arm of flesh] saith the Lord : but thy life 
will I give [thy spiritual life shall be preserved from falling into 
the errors of those who refused to hsten to tlie warnings oft 
repeated] thee for a prey, in all places whither thou goest ;" for 
a prey i.e. thou shalt so narrowly escape the destruction and 
desolation of the nominal Society, that thy spiritual hfe may be 
termed a prey in all places whither thou goest. 

Here let the reader turn to and read what will become of the 
land of Egypt, when the Lord sendeth the destroying angels into 
their midst.t Woe then to those that sojourn there. " The 
Lord of hosts, the God of Israel, saith ; Behold, I will punish 

* Jei-eiiiiah xlv. t xlvi. 1-24. 




the multitude of No, and Pliarauh, and Egypt, with their gods, i 
and their kings ; even Pharaoli, and all them that trust in him; j 
Briid I will deliver tliem into tlie hand at those that seek theit i 
lives, and into the hand of XebiichadreKzar king of Babvlon,aiid 
into the band of his aervantN : and aftenvard it shall be inhabiti^ 
as in the days of old, saith the Lord. Hat fear not thou, 
my servant Jacob, and be not dismayed, O Israel : fur. 
behold, I wiU save thee from afar off, and tliy seed from the land 
of their captivity ; [there will come a time of dehverance to thoM- 
who have not gone willingly into the land of spiritual bondage, 
but only by birthright connection] and Jacob shall return, snd 
be in rest and at ease, and none shaU make him afraid, [whimt 
mind is stayed on thee, becanst! he trusteth in thee.] Feir 
tbou not, O Jacob my 8en*ant, saitli tlie Lord: for I am with 
thee ; for I will make a fiiU end of all tlie nations whitlua I 
have driven thee : but I will not make a full end of thw, bol 
correct thee in measure ; yet «"ill I not leave thee wholly lift- 
punished,"* Even thtise who kejit their first estate, who b^ 
not — though surrounded by nominal members of all shades d( 
opinion — Jefiled their garments, were not to go unpunished 
because the righteous bave to suffer with the wicked, and for 
them too at timeM. It in not because of tlieir right eimsn ess tl 
were permitted to come out of l^yjit ; but because the natioiWi 
the nominal Society and those wlm trusted in them bmaf 
destroyed, the way nut left clear for tbem to return to tburum 
bind in peace— return to the Horsbip of the living God openlj', 
and without being molested by tboMe who would hinder 
before. 

See Jeremiah xlvH, xleiil — Heiv let the reader turn to 
rend from these chapters how great a punisbuient the Lorf 



brmgetli upon the Pbilisliiim, (l.ljcw who openly declare tbt 
own non-belief in Him) anil ujnm all otlnr iiationM who do n 
fear Uirn, (all other gradej* of opinion and sections of religii 
»-ho trust in each other, or in their own arm of flesh to aa 
them.) 

" And the spoiler shall come upon every city, and no city ahaU j 
iscape: the valley al»o shall perifih, [the insincerely humble] and , 
ihe plain [in appearance only] shall be destroyed, as the Lord | 
lath spoken."" 

" Cursed be he that doeth the work of the Lord deceitfuJly^J 
(nd cursed be be that keepeth back his [spiritual] hw< 
»lood,"t The servants of the Lord are not to spare anythi 
tom the sword that is to be destroyed, 

Sef, Jeremiah xlix —Here let the reader turn to and read bow ■ 
iie destruction of the nations (nominul worshippers) proceeds. 

Last of all comes the dewtruction of Babylon,:!: the mother 
rf harlots (those who practice abominations in worship.) 
' " In those days, and in thiit time, saith the Lord, the Children 
rf Israel [httle and despim'tl ones] shall come, they and the 
pbildren of Judah together, going and weeping : they shall 
jD, and seek the Lord their (iud. They shall ask the way tO 
[[ion with their faces thitherward, saying, Come, and let utt 
Din ourselves to the Lonl in a perpetual covenant that shall 
lot be forgotten. My people Imth been lost sheep: their 
thepherds have caused them to go astray, they have turned I 
beni away on the mountains : [the barren mountains of a 
lutward profession and ministry] they have gone from mountain A 
o bill, they have forgotten their resting place. All that found 1 
ihem have devoured them : and their adversaries said. We offend I 
tot, because they have sinned against the Lord, [by departing J 



1 tlieir first principles] tlii^ liiiUlaliun of justice, 

fl^rd, the hope of their fathers."* Ah ! Tes I Iiaip iIm 

not denied tliwi- faith in tlie hope of llK'ir fathers ■ 

tlie trutli. but lot tbem seek tlje Lonl. mid Hit- habitation* 

-Justice (correctiuu lor iKick-slidiiig) whilst lie may bt- fuu 

kihough it be with weeping 

"And I will bring ] a 1 a^ai t li alilal on and lie il 

eed un Caruicl and liush^ and 1 ul all be satistlnl a) 

V'mount Ephraiiti an I ( dead J ll e da s lu d iii Itwl In 

P'fiiutli the Lord, tUe q y ot 1 ael I all bf sought for, i 

there shall be n n 4 d tl e ii t Judttl and tlH7 >] 

notbefound: [afte tl tnbulat o f 1 ftruespirituaJ Ise 

AvhicL they have bee tl r ut,l ] to 1 II pardon ihem »b 

vserv^.-t 

"For Israel hath not been forMiken, nur Juduli ot tiL* Ihi 

fcof the Lt,rd of hosts ; though theli- land was filled witl. 

I against tlie Holy One of Israel. Tlee out of the uiidst of II 

lion, [all abuiriinalions and falsi- ivligions] and di-lirer 

I man his soul : be nut cut off in her iniquity ; fortluautl 

I time of 1 he Lord's vengeance ; lie will render unto her a 

I pence. Babylon hath been a golden cup in the i^ml'M hai 

at made oil the earth drunken i the nations liuvi- drunkMi 

r v/iav ; therefore the nations are niad. Uabyliin is 

lien and de«tPoyed : bowl for her : take balm for Iw-r Jialn, Hi 

c nhe may be healed. We vould have healed Ilabylon, but d 

8 not healed ; forsake her, and let us go every one into IubM 

y ; fur her judguient reaeheth unto heaven, nnd U BA 

p even to the fkics. The Lord hath brought fortb uur ri^ 

its come, nnd let us declare in Zion the work of (I 

jord our Ood."! 
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The destruction of Babylon proceedeth : — " Make bright the 
arrows ; gather the shields : the Lord hath raised up the spirit 
of the kings of the Medes : for his device is against Babylon, to 
destroy it ; because it is the vengeance of the Lord, the vengeance 
of his temple. Set up the standard upon the walls of Babylon, 
make the watch strong, set up the watchmen, prepare the 
ambushes : for the Lord hath both devis3d and done that which 
he spake against the inhabitants of Babylon. O thou that 
dAA'ellest upon many waters, abundant in treasures, thine end i.s 
come, and the measure of thy covetousness. The Lord of hosts 
hath sworn by himself, saying. Surely I will fill thee m ith men, 
as A\ith caterpillars ; and they shall hft up a shout against thee. 
He hath made the earth by his power, he hath established the 
AAorld by his wisdom, and hath stretched out the heaven by his 
understanding. When he uttereth his voice, there is a multi- 
tude of waters in the heavens ; and he causeth the vapours to 
ascend from the ends of the earth : he maketh lightnings with 
rain, and bringeth forth the wind out of his treasures. Every 
man is brutish by his knowledge ; every founder is confounded 
by the graven image : for his molten image is falsehood, and there 
is no breath in them. They are vanity, the work of errors ; in 
tlie time of their visitation they shall perish."* 

" I will also break in pieces \^ith thee the [false] sheplierd 
[man-made ministry] and his flock. "t [Those who trust in 
the false shepherds.] 

Thus far are the words of Jeremiah.J 

Now it is not for the WTiter of the above comparison, to 
declare the times and the seasons which are in the Lord's hands, 
to bring tribulation and anguish upon men in matters of religion ; 
but it seems to me if we look into the state of the Society of 

* Jeiemiah li. 11-18. t28! t^i^il 
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Friends in tbe present day, tliat amongst the divisions a 
declensions, the utterances, and the writings of so-called 
Friends, there is much, very luuch t(i uiourn over, and as it «i 
with Israel ajid Judah in days oi (ild, \*e all have need to relur 
to our own land, (first principles) going and weeping.anJ 
■with faces thitherward {jKiinting td Ziim, and not hiokint; hack 

' -with desire to return to tlie MorSd's M'aya in customs, < 
her ways in worship) seek the habitation of Justice, 
(correutioti). Keep thy foot when thou goest to the hoiise uf 
God, and be more willing to hear (the still suiaU voice i 
heart reproving or commending thee) than to give (to othert) 

I the sacrilice of fools, (», e. uncalled-for ministry.) Also remnoUf 
the xxxii Chapter of Ezekiel, and let the faithful ones dedan 
the word of the Lord, and he not afraid to do the Lord's worki 
also let the reader turn to the xxxiv. Chapter of EKekicl, and 
to the i. Chapter of Isaiah iwid the IHth and ISth femw.. 
especially the 19th. 

Then let lis desire that the day is not far ofE « hen I In 
Israel may return to Zion from all countries, (or ivli 
whither they have heen driven, and they will find that ihejf 
shall see eye to eye, and discover many others going to tH 
City tliat hath foundations, »'huse only builder and tusker | 
«od. ~ 
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POSTSCRIPT. 
-^^^^ 

The above was written and submitted to the writer's Mother, who 
fully concurred in all it contained, and was most desirous it should be 
printed and circulated without delay, so that if possible it should be in 
circulation during her life. She fully concurred however in the desire 
of the writer to submit it to two or three Friends, for whom we had 
much esteem, and it was accordingly sent for perusal, and met with 
their approval generally, though on the part of one, it was stated it had 
not gone so closely against the departures in principle as it should have 
done : by another, that certain parts should be omitted : but by the 
third, that it should be printed as written. The writer's Mother after 
these criticisms expressed a strong desire to see it again, and on the 
19th of 1st Month, 1890, (being the first day of the week) it was read 
slowly and carefully to her by the writer, and when it was concluded 
she said " I see nothing to leave out, and I should wish thee to publish 
it as soon as possible, for thou hast my full approbation and unity of 
spirit in the matter." This enabled the Writer to put it forth with full 
confidence, trusting in the Lord that it would be the right time, and 
comforted in the thought that it was almost the last word (compara- 
tively speaking) at any rate one of the latest expressions of unity of 
spirit in the cause of Truth, that was uttered by that Parent, who 
twelve days after was taken from works to rewards. 

In " 7'he British Friend" for the present month, occur these words, 

viz. : — The old queries were definite and clear, and however difficult it 

might be to frame the answers, Meetings could not well get away from 

the matter in hand. The present system, on the contrary, unless treated 

^ in a somewhat jvidicial manner, is apt to lead to diffusiveness, and in 

^ extreme cases, to daub with extraneous and inappropriate matter." This 

t the writer fully concurs in, and has often thought it would have been 

ji well for the Society, if instead of inventing " un-answered" queries as 

|| they are termed, the old queries of 1802, had been read in our Meetings 

for Discipline, and left un-answered until the time should again arrive 

„ when they could be satisfactorily answered. 

. WiNCANTON, P. H. BRACHER. 

■ 3rd Mo. 10th, 1890. 
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